MILTON MATTERS

TOILETS UP FOR CLOSURE - SEE PAGE 4
Hear more about the Council's 2013 Budget at an open session in the
Guildhall Council Chamber, on Monday 4 February 6pm, questions welcome

Wednesday 6 February 7.00 pm
Mary Rose School, Gisors Road, off Locksway Road
NEXT FORUM AGENDA
Amendment to Constitution
Peter Roberts - Ranger on Milton Common

Richard Lee, Pollution Control Manager, Portsmouth City Council
will update us on Air Pollution in the City and our area




Forum MINUTES
3 October 2012

To volunteer, contact the team on
023 9283 4670, or e-mail address :-

UPDATE SINCE LAST MEETING green.ngighbours@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Following  the  promised  local
consultation by St James Hospital,
plans to develop parts of the hospital
site for residential accommodation are
confinuing. The Forum had raised
objections on grounds of increased air
pollution through more ftraffic onto
Velder Avenue but the scheme to build
13 homes at Riverhead Close was
approved by the city council with plans
for a further 50-60 homes to be
submitted soon.

Under the Localism Act, residents are
able to form a Neighbourhood Planning
Forum, subject to certain requirements,
and the Meighbourhood Forum has
been exploring this on behalf of
residents. It is hoped that such a body
could identify particular sites in the area
that would benefit from local input to the
planning process. Members of the
Milton community living or working in
the area were invited to join this body
and a list was passed around.

GREEN NEIGHEOURHOOD SCHEME
A presentation by Kelly Martin and
Andrew Waggott from Portsmouth City
Council explained how residents can
become green neighbours, by recycling
and saving mongy and energy in the
home. Two schemes are operating,
one in Paulsgrove and one in Milton,
with workshops planned to show
residents how they can reduce
household energy bills. One of the new
homes on Copnor Bridge will be open
soon to show how modern building
technigues can save energy and
money.

NOTE Since the meeting the energy
efficient house has been changed to
Tokar St Easiney fo demonstrate how
older properties can benefif. It should be
completed in summer 2013,

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

Sherry Anne spoke about the need for
volunteers to assist at the Milton Library
with a view to identify ways to enhance
library usage by establishing likes and
dislikes. A further 8 volunteers are
needed (applications to 023 9268 8065 -
Beddow Library Group).

13/14 BUS SERVICE

Danny Johnson (Passenger Transport
Officer for Portsmouth City Council) gave
an update on what the current situation is
regarding bus services across the city
and in Milton. First Bus has undertaken a
radical review of all services revised
routes and timetables will operate with
effect from 25" November 2012.

He confirmed that the 13A bus service
has been monitored and it is established
that only 14 people are using it each day.
This makes 13A uneconomical and the
service will be cancelled with effect from
20" October 2012. However, to help
compensate for the loss of this bus, the
current 13 service will continue to
operate via its “loop™ route, and will still
run along the southern strefch of the
Eastern Hoad, into Langstone Road and
on to Milton Road and St Mary's Hospital
on a permanent basis, every half-hour.

NOTE: Go to Page 5 to catch up with the
latest consultation being camed out by
the Council on Subsidised Bus Routes
and Tokens.
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ForumMm MINUTES 3 Oct. ..cont

RANGER SERVICE ON MILTON
COMMON

Unfortunately, Peater Roberts,
Countryside Officer with Portsmouth
City Council, was unable to attend.
This was regrettable, as several
residents had come along specifically
for this item. Views or concerns of
residents could not therefore be fully
discussed without the appropriate
responsible bodies present to advise
the Forum and residents.

It was agreed that Miton Common,
and in particular the question of dogs
on the common, would be discussed at
the next public meeting and that the
Peter Roberts and officers able to
advise residents would be invited to
attend.

NOTE:; As a result of this discussion,
the Council’s Senior Enforcement
Officer has sef out the 2011 Dog
Control Orders which apply throughout
the aity. You can read this on page 17

LOCKSWAY ROAD ROUNDAEOUT
Unfortunately, Barry Rawlings from
Portsmouth City Council, could not
attend this meeting, and the Chair
asked residents to indicate their views
on the effectiveness of the new
roundabout at the junction of Locksway
and Miton Roads. Opinions were
divided, with 18 people believing that
the new roundabout was beneficial and
13 against the roundabout. The Chair
agreed to communicate residents’
views to Barry Rawlings and to request
that appropriate monitoring at the
junction be undertaken before any
final plan is agreed,
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

James Sandy, Portsmouth City Council
Engagement Officer, sought
nominations for committee members
and officers to serve on the Forum
committee for a further year with effect
from MNovember 2012. The present
officers and committee were re-elected.

Following questions from residents
about the validity of these elections
because no formal notice of the
elections had been published, it was felt
that the Constitution should be checked
and if necessary, formal elections be
deferred until the next public forum
meeting in 2013 to allow for appropriate
publicity to be provided. If the
Constitution did not cover the
requirement to give notice of an election,
then an amendment should be
introduced to this effect.

SUSPICION OF DOG POISONING

The Forum was asked by a resident to
warn dog owners that 2 dogs have been
poisoned at the end of Kingsley Road.
TRICK OR TREATING: a poster for
display in houses which do not wish to
be disturbed by frick-or-treaters.

has been produced by the police
POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER

In the short time available at the end of
the mesting, Clir Lynne Stagg gave a
brief presentation on the 15" Nov. 2012
election for the position of Police and
Crime Commissioner for Hampshire.
She also spoke about the Police and
Crime Panel and passed out leaflets for
residents to consider at their leisure

NOTE: since the meeting, the
constitution has been checked and there
is no formal requirement for prior notice
of elections to be communicated to
residents but this will be infroduced.




WHERE'S THE NEAREST TOILET?

Qur Council is facing tough decisions and wants your help in making the
right ones. Currently they are asking for our views on closing 13 out of our 25
public toilets. The toilets under threat are at Castle Field, Clarkes Road,
College Park, Eastney Esplanade (by the Baths), Highland Road, Hilsea Lido,
Lower Drayton Lane, Marsden Road, Paradise Street, South Parade Kiosk,
White Hart Road, and locally

e MILTONPARK TOILETS
o BRAMSBURY PARK TOILETS

The Council suggests that the toilets which should be kept open are those
used by tourists and shoppers. Is this the right emphasis? As residents of
the City, paying Council Tax, should we not have the right to access a toilet
when we walk the dog, play in the park, visit a library, go to the smaller
shopping areas, walk the seafront, take out our children and need to change a
nappy?  Further, there are many people who through age, medication or
disability require toilet facilities. The last Census told us there a large
numbers of disabled people living in Portsmouth. Without sufficient toilets in
our city, many people will be disadvantaged and inconvenienced!

In Milton our local shopping area is valued, well supported, varied and popular,
giving us a place To meet, saves bus and car journeys, encourages walking to
the shops, but without a toilet in Bransbury Park, we will be less likely to
spend long on local shopping. When the Park toilets were closed for repairs
last year, it was extremely inconvenient. The Community Centre did not offer
an alfernative service and the issue affected the decision on whether or not
to ‘'go local’ . Likewise Milton Park toilets are essential for park and Beddow
Library users as well as visitors who stop on the main road to access this
prominent site with parking alongside. Fewer toilets will keep us in our cars.

This issue is more than just our personal convenience, it is also a hygiene
issue. When toilets are closed, the need for them does not go away and
people will find their own solutions! Toilets serve our most basic human

needsl These closures are uncivilised and unacceptable.
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WHERE'S THE NEAREST TOILET?

“You never know when
youll need a loo”. Sheena
Smith with pre-weading
nerves on the way fo her
Wedding in August 2010

You have until 31 January
to tell the Council if you
agree or disagree with
their plans. To read their
report in  full go fto

www .portsmouth.gov.uk/yourcouncil /28275 and click to fill in the
survey on line. Write with your views to - toilets@portsmouthee.gov.uk or
If you do not use the Internet, you can complete the Council's paper
questionnaire in Milton Library, Bransbury Park Community Centre,or
Milton Village Hall, who will forward them on to the Council, saving postage.

PCC CONSULTS ON BUS SUBSIDIES AND TOKENS

Another chance to have your sayl The Council plans to withdraw the £25
of travel tokens that can be claimed by eligible elderly residents (except
eligible disabled people) AMD to reduce the subsidies they provide to bus
companies. The withdrawal of travel tokens would mean eligible elderly

residents paying for some of their travel needs instead of using tokens, while
reduced bus company subsidies could result in some bus services ending.

The council wants your views by 1 FEB. They are writing to all
who currently receive the fravel tokens, or you can complete a
survey online at www.portsmouth.gov.uk/yourcouncil/24793. If you have
any guestions or comments please felephone 023 9283 4355,
email publictransport®portsmouthec.govuk  or write to Transport

Planning, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth, POL 2ME.
To see the full report with details of bus routes affected, go to
www.portsmouth.gov.uk/media/ TSM_Bus-Subsidy-Consultation_Proposed-
Changes_January2013.pdf or view a paper copy in Beddow Library. 5
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“~HAIR STUDIO

60 Priory Crescent, Southsea, PO4 8RN

REDKEN

Tel: 02392 816002

OPENING TIMES
MONDAY 9AM-5PM
TUESDAY 9AM-4PM
WEDNESDAY 9AM-5PM
THURSDAY 9AM-7PM
FRIDAY 9AM-7PM
SATURDAY 9AM-4PM

30% OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT

- WITH THIS VOUCHER -



A HUNDRED YEARS IN MILTON

Welcome to

Lioyds TSB
Milton, Southsea

- iy

John Dardis, Manager of Lloyds Bank, Milton Branch with Mary and Anne

In 1012 Capital & Counties Bank opened a branch on Eastney Road, Milton, as a
sub-branch to Commercial Road. Lloyds Bank absorbed Capital & Counties in 1918
and in 1952 Milton changed from a sub-branch to full branch offering a wider
range of banking services. A Cashpoint machine was installed in 1975 (Was that
really that long agol!) In 1995 Lloyds merged with TSB and branches are now
branded Lloyds TSB with the familiar black horse logo. Initially the branch was
open Mon. to Fri. 10am - 3pm and Saturday mornings. Now you can be served

9am - 4.30 pm Mon-Fri 9am - 1.00pm Saturdays|
We are so lucky in Milton fo still have the services of a local bank with such
extensive opening hours and friendly and helpful staff. This is a boon to our local
businesses as well as everyone in the area, especially with free parking nearby!
Good luck and best wishes Milton & Southsea Branch, for your next 100.
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YOUR LOCAL FAMILY LAW SOLICITOR

Family
Law Advanced

RUTHERFORD SOLICITORS
257 MILTON ROAD
PORTSMOUTH PO4 sPQ

Tel: 02392 735700

www.rutherfordsolicitors.co.uk

FAMILY LAW, EMPLOYMENT LAW, HOUSING, DEET ADVICE,

CIVIL DISPUTES, WILLS, LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY

WE OFFER LEGAL AID ADVICE IN FAMILY LAW
(SPECIALISING IN CHILDBRENS MATTERS AND DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE) AND EMPLOYMENT LAW
(THEREFORE IF YOU ARE FINANCIALLY ELIGIBLE YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR
FREE LEGAL ADVICE IN FAMILY ANDYOR EMPLOYMENT LAW ISSUES

FANTASTIC OFFER ON WILLS

Straightforward Individual Will: £118.80 inc VAT.
Straightforward JointMirror: Will: £154.80 inc VAT — this is up to HALF
of what other solicitors firms charge — EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE A WILL

— MAKE SURE YOU PROVIDE FOR YOUR LOVED ONES -
— DO NOT LET THE GOVERNMENT DECIDE WHAT HAPPENS TO
— YOUR ESTATE WHEN YQU DIE!
Please telephone or call in to the office for further details.
“TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A FURTHER 102 REDUCTION ON THE COST
OF OUR WILLS - AVAILABLE UNTIL 28™ FEBRUARY 2013."
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Milton Village Community Association
Milton Village Hall, 182 Milton Road, Southsea, Hants, PO4 8PR
Tel. 02392873788 Email: info@mvca-milton.co.uk
Office Hours: 9.30am - 12 noon Monday to Friday

2
Current Activities at Milton Village Hall ﬁ%ﬁ

We have 3 areas now available for hire —whether you need a regular meeting
place for your club or a venue for a child's birthday party!

Why not hold your function in our smart new hall with catering by Pure Ground

Coffee Shop? Birthdays, Anniversaries, Christenings, Wakes — buffets and sit-

down-meals for all budgets!

Coming Soon - Children’s Party Food Packs — please ask for details.
Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Sat Sun
Music Music Music Weight Yoga | Drama | Keep
Mad Mad Mad Watchers School | Fit
Maths Craft Taddler English Monthly | AA
Skills (m) Tennis Skills Market
Curling Little Zumba Tai Light
60+ Steps Gym Chi House
Zumba 50+ Keep Craft

Fit Club
Pregnant | Slimming | Lighthouse Pilates Yoga
Pilates World Church
Tap Yoga Keep Fit Line
Dancing Dancing

Trips & Social Events s ]
London Theatre Trips * Day Trips * Weekends & Holidays
2013 so far: War Horse * Viva Forever * Poland * Ireland
Full Programme due out in March!

Annual Membership ﬁ“ﬂ?ﬂ

Membership is optional but great value for money - receive
newsletters, priority booking and discounts on hall hire, trips &
social events! All for just £5 per adult or £10 per family!

For more info on hall bookings, activities, trips &
membership, please contact the office.




DEVELOPMENT OF MILTON COMMON

It was then capped with clay
and topsoil and the area
landscaped. Subsequent low
key intervention has resulted in
areas of grassland and scrub,
both of which provide a suitable
habitat for a wide range of
wildlife. The addition of paths
and regularly mown amenity
grass allows visitors to relax
and children to play and learn
about the wildlife around them.

This photo shows the
Salterns Avenue estate,
Good Companion pub
and Velder Avenue off
into the distance.
Warren Avenue can be
seen ending by the line
of Poplar Trees. This
photo was taken before
the Council began
reclamation from the
sea. Do you know the
date?

This 1968 photo shows how the
area which became the common

, was used as a tip, taken just 3 years

before development of Moorings
Way was completed.

Today Milton Common is a large

area (approx. 40 Ha) of grassland,
scrub and ponds located on the
eastern fringe of Portsea Island. The
site is reclaimed intertidal land and
was used as a municipal refuse tip
until the 1970's.




The grassland has developed a good diversity of species, with a strong coastal
element. Overall the species diversity is excellent, with nearly 200 flora species
noted within the Common. These include 3 acid/neutral grassland indicators and
the Nationally Rare Slender hare's-ear (Bupleurum tenuissimum) and Yellow
Vetchling (Lathyrus aphaca). In order to maintain this diversity of species sections
of the rougher grassland need to be cut in rotation so that they will not become
dominated by the more invasive species

There is extensive dense and scattered scrub throughout the site, especially to
the east. Bramble is an important habit for a number of species but if left
unchecked it will rapidly colonise the Common. To combat this, some clumps
have to be removed whilst others need to be cut back to prevent further spread.
The age and structure of the scrub is also important for different species so some
of the removed clumps will be allowed to re-grow to provide this diversity.

A good indicator of the importance of Milton Common to wildlife can be gauged
from the published bird records. In Britain there are 52 bird species on the ‘Birds
of Conservation Concern - Red List' (BOCC-Red) of which 39 have been reported
from the site.

So overall the site is extremely
important, not only for wildlife,
but also as a great public
amenity for the community.
This is especially true in
context of its location within
one of the most densely
populated cities in the country.

Peter Roberts

Countryside Officer — Covering
Milton Common.

Tel: 07958353152

Email peter.roberts.cse@
portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Whitethroats can be seen on the Common

“*CAN ANYONE DATE THE FIRST PHOTO?
Can you tell us what was on the Avocet House site at this time?
Please email the Forumon  MiltonNForum@aol.com if you can help.

"






